
 
 

INTRO 
Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to become 
acquainted with the public transit system, while seeing 
some of the most treasured spots in Montréal and racking 
up as many points as possible.  Use the bus and metro lines 
to reach the places listed below, and then take pictures of 
your group as described under each destination! However 
you would like to rake in those points is up to you, just 
keep in mind that you have less than three hours to do it 
and each location is worth a different amount of points. 
Also take note of the bonus challenges listed on page 7.  
Return to the gazebo at Parc Mont Royal (on Parc 
Avenue past Pins) by 2 p.m. with your group.  A Rez 
Lifer will tally up your points, and the winner will be 
announced. Don’t be afraid to ask directions from your 
fellow Montréalers!   
If you get lost, the Rez Life Office phone number is 514-
398-2155. 

 
SUBMISSIONS 
We’d love your media for our Facebook page! Send your 
team’s photos and videos to res.life@mcgill.ca with the 
subject ‘scavenger hunt points,’ or make a facebook album 
and send us a link! 
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DESTINATIONS 
(Home Base(s)) 
McGill Campus (Arts Building) 
You go here. 
 
Parc du Mont Royal, Parc Jeane-Mance (Tam Tams)  
Close to McGill campus and Upper Residences, these side-by-side 
parks are some of the city’s favourites, especially due to the regular 
Sunday TamTams. 
 
TASK: Take a picture next to the main statue in the middle of the 
park, alongside Rachel - then meet us at the Gazebo for scoring, and 
(free) samosas! 
(10 points) 
 

Quartier du Musée 
McCord Museum of Canadian History 
Free every Wednesday night and on the first Saturday of the month, 
the McCord museum is full of Canadian history.  
  
TASK: Find out its establishment date while you’re there and take a 
picture of your group and how you found out (plaque, person, tour 
guide). 
(15 points)  
 
Montréal Musée des Beaux-Arts 
One of Canada’s most celebrated museums, and Montreal’s largest, 
the Museum of Fine Arts is enough to satisfy any art lover’s cravings. 
Art cravings. It was also home to the largest art theft to ever happen 
to Canada; in 1972 art thieves made off with $2 million worth ($10.9 
million today) of jewelry, figurines, and paintings, including a 
Rembrandt landscape. 
 
TASK: Pull off your own art heist! JUST KIDDING PLEASE DON’T. 
Take a picture of you embracing (or pretending to embrace) 
Embrace, by Pablo Picasso . 
(25 points) 
 

PA Supermarché 
One of the cheapest grocery stores in the area. 
 
TASK: Go find your favourite variety of pasta and take a picture of 
your group being wowed at the price.  
(5 points) 
 

Quartier des Spectacles 
Eva B’s 
It may be scary on the outside, but once you’re inside you’re greeted 
by tasty free tea or lemonade, welcoming staff, and collections upon 
collections of vintage and second-hand clothing. 
 
TASK:  Take a picture sampling their beverages next to their massive 
$1 clothing pile.  
(10 points) 
  
Place des Arts 
So much art!  This initiative by Montréal Mayor Jean Drapeau has 6 
theatres that play home to the Montréal Symphony Orchestra, Les 
Grands Ballets Canadiens, and the Montréal Opera.  Place des Arts 
also houses the Montréal Museum of Contemporary Art and an 
outdoor concert venue.   
 
TASK: Take a picture with your group outside your favourite cultural 
centre! 
(5 points) 
 
Imperial Theatre 
Located on Rue Bleury, between Ontario and St. Catherine, the 
Imperial Theatre host the annual screening of the Rocky Horror 
Picture show around Halloween (October). A must-participate at 
least once at your time in Montreal/McGill.   
 
TASK: Take an amusing photo of your group with the Theatre name 
in the background! 
(10 points) 
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Quartier Chinois (Chinatown) 
Tasty cheap eats, grocery stores, food markets, and more! 
 
TASK: Take a picture by the iconic paifang (entrance gates). 
(10 points) 

 

Quartier Latin 
One of the coolest areas in Montréal, the Latin Quarter plays host to 
countless cafes, bar terraces, and art galleries.  Spanning from the Gay 
Village to downtown, the National Library of Québec (Grande 
Bibliothèque du Québec), CEGEP de vieux-Montréal, and UQAM 
(Université de Québec à Montréal) all call the Latin Quarter home, 
making this area also a hotspot for students and young business 
professionals. 
 
Library and National Archives of Quebec 
Eighty kilometres of shelf space hosting 3 000 000 works makes the 
National Library of Québec (or “Grande Bibliothèque du Québec”) the 
most used French library in the world!  Almost 10 000 people use the 
library every day making it a renowned centre for learning and 
cultural exploration.  
  
TASK: Take a picture of your group admiring the bold architecture.(5 
points) 

 
Theatre St-Denis 
Built in 1915, Théâtre St Denis has played host to countless concerts 
and art exhibitions for years.  Nowadays, the theatre shows musicals, 
plays, music concerts and numerous standup comedy events during 
the Just for Laughs festival. 
  
TASK: Take a picture out front, rocking out on your favourite air-
instrument or guffawing at a great joke. 
(10 points) 
 
 

Le Village (Gay Village) 
Montréal was home to the first recorded queer establishment in 
North America, founded in 1869.  Today, the Gay Village is the largest 
(by area) in North America, featuring tons of cafes, bars, clubs, and 
restaurants; the Village has something to offer everyone. 
 
TASK: Take a picture of your group beside the rainbow pillars of 
Beaudry Metro Station. 
(15 points)   
 
 
 

Plateau Mont-Royal 
Schwartz’s 
Classic Montréal smoked meat.  Nothing like it.  Also note the many 
student-frequented pubs, bars, and clubs on the other side of the 
street. 
 
TASK: Celine Dion is now a part-owner of this delicatessen, so take a 
video (or series of pictures) of your group singing, with feeling, the 
iconic, “My Heart Will Go On”.  
(10 points) 
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The Main 
Although Schwartz’s may be more well known, this gem is located 
just across the streets and many Montréals actually prefer their 
smoked meat! Additional perks of the Main include late night 
snackability (it’s open until 5AM everyday) and the fact that they also 
serve beer.  
***fun fact - St. Laurent is also known as The Main***  
 
TASK: Film one group member asking if this is the place to get a 
famous Schwartz’s smoke meat sandwich . 
(20 points) 
 
St Louis Square 
Find this beautiful park located at the end of Rue Prince Arthur. 
 
TASK: Take a photo admiring the lovely fountain in the park. 
(5 points) 
 
La Banquise 
With over 20 types of poutine (even vegetarian!) and open 24/7, this 
is one of the favourite poutine spots in Montréal! 
 
TASK: Take a picture of someone else’s poutine. 
(10 points, 20 points if the variety is La Tacquise!) 
 
Parc La Fontaine 
A 36-hectare park full of ski, bike, and walking trails, an open-air 
amphitheater, and one large tranquil lake, this is a beautiful park in 
which to spend an afternoon, summer or winter.  
  
TASK: Take a picture next to the lake with your group! 
(10 points) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Fairmount Bagel 
Smaller, sweeter, and less chewy than other bagels, the Montréal 
bagel is one of the ultimate delicacies this city has to offer. The 
original Montréal bagel shop, Fairmount has been churning out their 
legendary product in this location since 1949. Open 24 hours a day, 
stop by any time and be sure to take good notes to compare with… 
 
TASK: Take a group photo in front of the bakery.  
(5 points) 
****SEE BONUS SECTION FOR ADDITIONAL BAGEL CHALLENGE****  
 
St Viateur Bagels 
Seven years later, Fairmount’s biggest competition set up shop just a 
couple blocks away.  These guys made up for lost time fast, and are 
the favourite of many seasoned bagel-eating Montréalers. Make sure 
to try both and decide for yourself!  
 
TASK: Take a group photo in front of the bakery.  
(5 points) 
****SEE BONUS SECTION FOR ADDITIONAL BAGEL CHALLENGE**** 
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Petite Italie (Little Italy) 
Montréal has the second-largest Italian population in Canada, after 
Toronto.  Enjoy the scents of basil, oregano, fresh tomatoes, garlic, 
espresso, and keep an eye out for cannoli in this scrumptious-
smelling area of Montréal. 
 
TASK: Take a picture of your group with an Italian flag. 
(10 points) 
 
Marché Jean-Talon 
The largest outdoor market in North America and open all year round 
(even in the winter!), Jean Talon provides Montréalers with a variety 
of local and fresh produce and baked goods.   
 
TASK: Take a picture of your group savouring some of the MANY free 
samples. 
(15 points) 
 

 
Parc Jean-Drapeau 
La Ronde 
Now a Six Flags affiliated park, La Ronde was originally part of the 1967 
World’s Fair and owned by the city of Montréal. Towering over the St. 
Laurence River (yet dwarfed by the Pont Jacques-Cartier), the park’s ten 
roller coasters are perfect for any thrill seeker. Make sure to check out Le 
Monstre, a rickety, dueling wooden coaster sure to make you holler!  

 
TASK: Take a mock on-ride photo outside the entrance of the park (15 
points) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Biosphère 
Standing 76 metres tall, the Biosphère houses a museum dedicated to 
the environment. At its debut at the World’s Fair, it had a mini 
monorail running through its pavillion, and the world’s longest 
escalator. After a fire in 1976,  the building’s transparent acrylic 
structure burned off in an renovation accident. It reopened in 1990, 
and since then it has housed exhibits on climate issues like fresh 
water, global warming, and sustainable development. 
  
TASK: Take a picture of *all* of your group hugging a tree with the 
Biosphère in the background. 
(15 points) 
 
BONUS: Find out and explain to a Rez Lifer what a class 1, frequency 16 

icosahedron is. (20 
points) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Vieux-Montréal (Old Montréal) 
Notre-Dame Basilica of Montréal 
Completed in 1841, this beautiful basilica features Gothic Revival 
architecture, a huge pipe organ, and a ridiculously long waiting list to 
get married in the stunning chapel. 
 
TASK: Take a picture of your group standing in front of this Montréal 
landmark. 
(10 points) 
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Habitat 67 
Designed for his masters thesis in Architecture, McGill student 
Moshie Safdie's plan was built as a pavilion for Montréals Expo 67. 
Now a housing complex, Habitat 67 is an architectural landmark, and 
is one of the most recognizable buildings in Montréal, and in Canada. 
  
Fun Fact: Habitat 67 was used as a film location for the film Blades of 
Glory (2007). 
 
TASK: Take a creative photo with the building in the background. (10 
points) 
 

Hochelaga-Maisonneuve 
Stade Olympique 
Built for the Summer 1976 Olympics in Montréal, this structure is 
nicknamed the “Big O(we)” because it cost the city of Montréal so 
much! It also contains the tallest leaning structure in the world (yes, 
taller than the Tower of Pisa).  
  
TASK: Take a picture of your group leaning as far over as you can. 
(5 points) 
 
Biodome 
A hotspot for tourists, the Biodome houses four separate ecosystems 
and acts as a mini-zoo. 
   
TASK: Make your favourite animal faces and take a picture with your 
group. 
(5 points)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Jardin Botanique 
Roses are red, violets are blue, the Montréal Botanical Gardens are 
great, and you should visit them too! 
  
TASK: Take a photo with your favourite type of flower in their 
entrance gardens. 
(5 points) 
 

Atwater 
Atwater Market 
Smaller than Jean-Talon and with more indoor spaces, Atwater is 
another favourite Montréal market, selling local and fresh produce.  
  
TASK: Take a picture outside the main building, and see if you can 
snag a sample! 
(10 points) 
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BONUS Challenges 
Your favourite new cafe 
Seasoned coffee snobs and Tim Horton’s lovers alike can agree that 
Montréal is a city where unique and lovely cafes abound. Whether 
you’re looking for a latte masterpiece, a quiet study spot, or 
somewhere to grab a delicious lunch there’s guaranteed to be 
something for you. These are especially abundant in the Plateau and 
Mile End!  
 
TASK: Pick your favourite and take a picture with your group 
outside! (Starbucks, Café Depot, and Van Houtte chains DO NOT 
count) (20 points) 
 
Universities 
We all know Montréal is a university city, and it isn’t just because of 
McGill. Montréal is home to UQAM, Concordia and Université de 
Montréal in addition to the school you go to currently.  
 
TASK: Find each Montréal university and take a picture in front of 
one of its buildings! (20 points for each university except McGill, 10 
for McGill, 100 for all four) 
 
Pianos 
Until September 29th, pianos will be scattered throughout the parks 
and streets of Montréal, open for passersby to play. They bring life to 
the city’s neighborhoods, allowing both unassuming musicians and 
chopsticks extraordinaires to sit down and show their stuff. 
  
TASK: Find 1 of these pianos and snag a picture with each of them. 
(25 points) 
Find 2 of these pianos and snag a picture with each of them. (50 
points) 
BONUS: At each of these pianos, film yourself playing a duet with a 
stranger! (100 points) 
Hint…. you may be able to find the locations online! 
 

Croix de Mont-royal 
Have you seen that illuminated cross atop Mont Royal? One of the 
most defining aspects of the Montréal skyline? Hike up and go find it, 
the view is totally worth it!  
 
TASK: Take a group picture at the foot of the cross showing off your 
strength for climbing the mountain. 
(100 points) 
 
Bagel Taste-test 
The essential Montréal foodie debate:  are St Viateur or Fairmount 
bagels better? 
 
TASK: Go sample one of each of these hot, fresh, delicious bagels, and 
decide for yourself!  Take a picture with each outside! 
(50 points)
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OTHER SITES TO SEE 
Montréal is full of more delicious restaurants, comfy cafes, tasty 

breweries, hopping nightlife, caring community organizations, and 

amazing sites than you could ever hope to visit in three hours on 

public transit.  So continue exploring!  Here are a few more 

suggestions (just a couple favourites/notables from your Rez Lifers), 

each listed with a metro or bus line, although many are easily within 

walking distance of McGill’s Downtown Campus, and others are only 

a short bike ride away.  Discover your city, and find your own 

favourites. 

· Cafes, Restaurants, Eateries: 

o Lola Rosa: (Sherbrooke bus line, but just steps from 

Milton Gates) Vegetarian with vegan options, this cozy 

restaurant is a close-by classic especially for those 

McGill students looking for a generous, tasty meal. 

(Evan Berry recommends the nachos) 

o Ripples Ice Cream: (St. Laurent bus line) It may only be 

open in the summer months, but this local creamery 

has scrumptious flavours varying from raspberry 

sorbet to 6x chocolate (yum). If you like ice cream but 

are too lazy to venture out into the city, also check out 

Frostbite in McConnell Engineering building! 

· Bars, Clubs, and Nightlife: 

o Unity (Beaudry Station, Green Line): Located in the 

heart of the Gay Village, Club Unity is easily one of the 

biggest and best dance party clubs in the city; 

correction: in the world.  With two rooms and an 

awesome rooftop terrace, Unity is welcoming to 

everyone and an all-around good time.  Unity is located 

on St Catherine’s East, just a short walk from the 

Beaudry metro stop on the green line.  

· Community Organizations and Resources: 

o Old Brewery Mission: Started as a soup kitchen and 

expanding ever since, this non-profit seeks to serve the 

needs of the over 20 000 homeless persons in 

Montréal. (St. Laurent Bus Line) 

o Clinique Medicale L’Actuel: The first clinic of its kind in 

Canada, Clinique l’Actuel sur Rue is a street-level sexual 

health clinic aimed at removing obstacles from getting 

tested for HIV and STIs.  With flexible hours, and a 

super-friendly atmosphere, this clinic features rapid-

HIV testing and a very accepting staff of doctors, nurses 

and health educators.  This awesome clinic is located 

just a short walk from the Beaudry Metro station on the 

green line. (Beaudry Station, Green Line) 

o Head and Hands (Vendome Station, Orange Line). Head 

and Hands is one of the few remaining clinics that 

arose during the free clinics movement in Montréal 

back in 1970s.  With a completely non-judgmental, 

education-based, holistic medical clinic, Head and 

Hands provides services such as legal support, help 

with hormone treatment, counseling, HIV and STI 

testing, and free condoms.  The Head and Hands staff is 

there to help you and are extremely accepting and 

helpful with everyone. 

o Santropol Roulant: (St. Laurent bus line) Santropol 

works to engage youth, reach across generational lines, 

and address the needs of the Montréal community 

through their Meals on Wheels, urban agriculture, and 

bike shop programs. 
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• Montréal Sites and Special Spots:   

o Dollar Cinema:  (Namur Station, Orange Line) Although 

it actually costs a toonie, this theatre shows this year’s 

movies a couple months after release and occasionally 

classic favourites.  

o Parc du Canal-de-Lachine: (Charlevois Station, Green 

Line) Montréal’s historic canal, kilometers of bike 

lanes, and the stunning views of Old Montréal make 

this park a summertime favourite. 

o Westmount Public Library:  (Sherbrooke bus, 

Strathcona stop) Attached to a park and housing an 

indoor greenhouse, this public library is the perfect 

study spot for an escape from campus. 

 
 
 

NEIGHOURHOODS 
Milton-Parc  
Known for its proximity to the University and its large student 

population, the Milton-Parc area is a residential neighborhood 

beloved by many for its unique location and composition. Nestled 

immediately in the heart of Downtown Montréal, and steps away 

from the McGill’s Milton gates, many choose to live in Milton-Parc for 

its convenience and community. Students from around the world 

come to McGill University and many live in this small neighborhood, a 

place where familiar faces are frequently encountered walking down 

the street. Over the years, community residents have fought hard to 

preserve the old Victorian row houses, preserving the quaint image 

of this old neighborhood. Note that the name Milton-Parc is not 

merely semantics! The neighborhood remains a majority of non-

students! 

Plateau 
The Plateau Mont-Royal, or simply “the Plateau,” is home to many 

students, young professionals, and families, who mostly live in 

duplexes, triplexes and small apartment buildings. During the day, 

one can expect to be surrounded by bicycles, particularly during the 

warmer months when the Bixi service is open. Two of the busiest 

streets are undoubtedly St. Laurent or “The Main”, and St. Denis - 

offering a mix of cafes, vintage shops, and other odds-and-ends 

during the day and plenty of entertainment at night. Give yourself a 

day to relax and explore the beautiful Parc La Fontaine or indulge in 

one of the Plateau’s many affordable eateries! 
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Outremont/Mile End 
Historically known for its predominantly Francophone population, 

Outremont is now home to a very diverse group of citizens, in 

particular a large minority of Hasidic Jews. Residents of this area 

benefit from this rich diversity in many ways, not least of which is the 

multitude of cultural shops and restaurants.  It’s the place to take 

strolls in the city and up the mountain, bike on sunny days, hit the 

market and chill in the parks. Here you can find a delicious micro-

brewery, fancy shopping up Laurier, chill laid-back cafes, the best 

dumpster-diving in Montréal (or the cheapest grocery-stores), and 

the epic bagel showdown of Fairmount vs. St-Viateur! 

Latin Quarter 
One of the coolest areas in Montréal, the Latin Quarter plays host to 

countless cafes, bar terraces, and art galleries.  Spanning from the Gay 

Village to downtown, the National Library of Québec (Grande 

Bibliothèque du Québec), CEGEP de vieux-Montréal, and UQAM 

(Université de Québec à Montréal) all call the Latin Quarter home, 

making this area also a hotspot for students and young business 

professionals. 

Gay Village 
Montréal was home to the first recorded queer establishment in 

North America, founded in 1869.  Today, the Gay Village is the largest 

in North America, featuring tons of cafes, bars, clubs, and restaurants, 

and features something for everyone.  The Gay village is centered 

around Beaudry metro station along St Catherine’s from roughly 

Berri to Papineau.  

St. Henri 
A historically French working-class neighbourhood, St-Henri now 

plays host to countless bars, cafes, art galleries and is home to McGill 

residence, Solin Hall!  St Henri is also the location of the famous 

Atwater Market among other notable establishments.  St Henri has 

been known to draw the attention of filmmakers and has been 

featured in many documentaries and Canadian cinema over the past 

few decades.  Notable filmmaker, Hubert Aquin, created À St-Henri le 

cinq septembre (September Five at Saint-Henri), which was remade 

in 2010 about modern-day St Henri.  Lionel-Groulx and Atwater 

metro stations serve this awesome area of Montréal. 

Downtown 
The Downtown Ville-Marie area includes historic Old Montréal with 

its winding cobblestones, in addition to modern skyscrapers and 

condos that are a part of the financial sector. This contrast is felt by 

students who live here, caught in the middle of fast-paced urban life 

but with the characteristic European feel and laid-back attitudes that 

Montréal is well-known for. Some of the trendiest bars, shops and 

cafes are found in the Downtown area, which attracts many tourists 

and business people year-round. 
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GETTING HOME AT NIGHT 
When you're coming home late from a friend's house or are out 
enjoying Montréal's abundant night life, it's a good idea to know how 
to get home, and public transit is one great option.  The last metro 
leaves from the orange and green lines at 12:35 a.m. on weekdays, 
1:00 a.m. on Saturdays, and 12:30 a.m. on Sundays, while the blue 
line has last metros leaving at 12:15 a.m. every day of the week. 
 Luckily, Montréal also has an excellent night bus system, perfect for 
getting home no matter the hour.  Here are some of the essentials: 
 

· St. Denis/361:  Running from Old Montréal all the way to 
north, past Jean Talon, this can get you far, fast, and is a great 
way to get back to the centre of town near home. 

· Avenue des Pins/360:  This bus line runs from past Papineau 
in the east all the way to Atwater in the west.  Students out 
late at night can pick it up where Avenue des Pins crosses St. 
Denis, St. Laurent, and Parc.  Upper Rez students can depart at 
its cross-section with University, while Solin residents can 
continue all the way to Atwater. 

· Parc/365:  Continuing all the way from north of Jean Talon to 
Old Montréal in the south, the Parc bus crosses Avenue des 
Pins (a great stop-off for Upper Rez) and Sherbrooke (ideal for 
New Rez, Carrefour, Citadelle, and RVC). 

· St Catherine 358:  The 358 goes east-west, all the way from 
Atwater to Papineau.  If you want to go the opposite direction, 
just pick it up one block further south, on René Lévesque. 

 

FREQUENTLY USED BUS LINES 
 
-Parc/80 
-St. Laurent/55 
-Sherbrooke/24 
-St. Catherine/15 
St. Denis/30 

 

 
Special thanks to the McGill 

Redbird Shop 
 
 
 
 
 

Currie Gym, 475 Pine avenue west 

Montréal, Quebec H2W-1S4 
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_____________________________________________ 
 

and to McGill Student Housing and 
Hospitality Services for their 

generous prize donations!  
 

 


